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The American experience in Vietnam divided us as a nation and eroded our confidence in both the morality
and the effectiveness of our foreign policy. Yet our understanding of this tragic episode remains superficial
because, then and now, we have never grasped the passionate commitment with which the Vietnamese clung
to and fought over their own competing visions of what Vietnam was and what it might become. To
understand the war, we must understand the Vietnamese, their culture, and their ways of looking at the
world. Neil L. Jamieson, after many years of living and working in Vietnam, has written the book that
provides this understanding.

Jamieson paints a portrait of twentieth-century Vietnam. Against the background of traditional Vietnamese
culture, he takes us through the saga of modern Vietnamese history and Western involvement in the country,
from the coming of the French in 1858 through the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Throughout his analysis,
he allows the Vietnamese—both our friends and foes, and those who wished to be neither—to speak for
themselves through poetry, fiction, essays, newspaper editorials and reports of interviews and personal
experiences.

By putting our old and partial perceptions into this new and broader context, Jamieson provides positive
insights that may perhaps ease the lingering pain and doubt resulting from our involvement in Vietnam. As
the United States and Vietnam appear poised to embark on a new phase in their relationship, Jamieson's book
is particularly timely.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Understanding
Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Maureen Daniels:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) was filled with regards
to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Vikki Maynard:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Understanding Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.)
was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Understanding Vietnam
(Philip E. Lilienthal Book.) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading in which.

Reuben Beaubien:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Understanding
Vietnam (Philip E. Lilienthal Book.).
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