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Gershom Scholem was the master builder of historical studies of the Kabbalah. When he began to work on
this neglected field, the few who studied these texts were either amateurs who were looking for occult
wisdom, or old-style Kabbalists who were seeking guidance on their spiritual journeys. His work broke with
the outlook of the scholars of the previous century in Judaica—die Wissenschaft des Judentums, the Science
of Judaism—whose orientation he rejected, calling their “disregard for the most vital aspects of the Jewish
people as a collective entity: a form of “censorship of the Jewish past.” The major founders of modern
Jewish historical studies in the nineteenth century, Leopold Zunz and Abraham Geiger, had ignored the
Kabbalah; it did not fit into their account of the Jewish religion as rational and worthy of respect by
“enlightened” minds. The only exception was the historian Heinrich Graetz. He had paid substantial attention
to its texts and to their most explosive exponent, the false Messiah Sabbatai Zevi, but Graetz had depicted
the Kabbalah and all that flowed from it as an unworthy revolt from the underground of Jewish life against
its reasonable, law-abiding, and learned mainstream. Scholem conducted a continuing polemic with Zunz,
Geiger, and Graetz by bringing into view a Jewish past more varied, more vital, and more interesting than
any idealized portrait could reveal.
—from the Foreword by Arthur Hertzberg, 1995
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From reader reviews:

James Williams:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible The
Messianic Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Pearl Norris:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Messianic Idea in Judaism:
And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Andrew Taylor:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this The Messianic
Idea in Judaism: And Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality.

William Evans:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Messianic Idea in Judaism: And
Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.
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