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Political speeches and public rhetoric paint the phenomena of terrorism with a black-and-white brush,
presenting it as a clear-cut battle between evildoers and heroes. With The Achille Lauro Hijacking", Michael
K. Bohn, who watched the incident unfold from the White House Situation Room, uses one of the most
infamous terrorist incidents of the past twenty-five years to illuminate the folly of such oversimplified
jingoisms. The 1985 hijacking of the Italian cruise ship, the amazing capture of the terrorists, and a
previously untold story of American bigotry come together in this book as a case study in the complex forces
that shape both terrorism and the responses that it triggers.

In October 1985, four Palestinian men hijacked an Italian cruise ship, Achille Lauro, holding hundreds
hostage for two days. The hijackers killed a partially disabled, sixty-nine year old Jewish American, Leon
Klinghoffer, and threw his body into the sea. Many remember Klinghoffer’s death, but few know of the other
murder associated with the hijacking, that of Alex Odeh. Odeh defended on television Yasser Arafat’s
apparent role in defusing the hijacking. He was killed the next day by a terrorist’s bomb, which exploded as
he opened the door of his Los Angeles office - the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee.

Palestinians killed Klinghoffer because he was Jewish, yet Jewish extremists killed Odeh because he was a
Palestinian. The Klinghoffer family’s long crusade to bring the hijacking mastermind, Abu Abbas, to justice
was partially satisfied with his April 2003 capture in Iraq. The Odeh family still waits for charges to be
brought against Alex’s murderers, a particularly disheartening situation as Israel, America’s friend and ally,
refuses to extradite two suspects.

These two deaths pale in comparison to the atrocities of September 11, 2001. Yet understanding both the
Achille Lauro incident, and the extraordinary sequence of events that followed, will help Americans better
understand the threat of terrorism. Terrorism is not an enemy, it is a tactic chosen by some to further political
goals. Terrorism is not just about crime and punishment; it is about violence, power politics, prejudice,
hatred, land, religion, greed, money, and a host of venal factors that influence human society. All of these
forces are present in the Achille Lauro hijacking and its aftermath.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Achille Lauro Hijacking:
Lessons in the Politics and Prejudice of Terrorism book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Raymond Harris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. The Achille Lauro Hijacking: Lessons in the Politics and Prejudice of Terrorism can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Kathryn Robinson:

The book untitled The Achille Lauro Hijacking: Lessons in the Politics and Prejudice of Terrorism contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Michael Canton:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Achille Lauro Hijacking: Lessons in the Politics and Prejudice
of Terrorism was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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