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This volume explores the amnesty which ended the civil war at Athens in 403 BC. Drawing upon ancient
historians and speechwriters, together with the surviving inscriptions, it presents a new interpretation of the
Athenian Amnesty in its original setting and in view of the subsequent reconstruction of laws and democratic
institutions in Athens.

Beginning with the evidence on the original agreement and the events that shaped it, the volume also
discusses the major trials that challenged and reinterpreted key elements of the amnesty agreement, including
the trial of Socrates. These studies reveal the Athenian Amnesty as a contractual settlement between the
warring parties, a bargain for peace and reconciliation. The oath that came to symbolize the Amnesty was the
closing to that contract, a pledge not to go back on the covenants that
spelled out remedies and restrictions-not a promise to forgive and forget. The same contractual principle
inspired major reforms of the restored democracy, barring litigation on settled claims and ensuring that new
legislation did not conflict with the constitution.

While this book deals largely with the ancient agreement, Carawan also draws perspectives from parallels in
modern history, such as the post-apartheid settlement in South Africa, illustrating how the Athenian Amnesty
is generally regarded as the model for political 'forgiveness' or 'pardon and oblivion' embraced in later
conflict resolution.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Morales:

The ability that you get from The Athenian Amnesty and Reconstructing the Law is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Athenian Amnesty and Reconstructing the Law giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Athenian Amnesty
and Reconstructing the Law instantly.

Diane Joiner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Athenian Amnesty and
Reconstructing the Law, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Michael Watkins:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. The Athenian Amnesty and Reconstructing the Law can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Jose Said:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Athenian Amnesty and Reconstructing the Law can make you feel
more interested to read.
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