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Diliana Angelova argues that from the time of Augustus through early Byzantium, a discourse of “sacred
founders”—articulated in artwork, literature, imperial honors, and the built environment—helped legitimize
the authority of the emperor and his family. The discourse coalesced around the central idea, bound to a
myth of origins, that imperial men and women were sacred founders of the land, mirror images of the
empire’s divine founders. When Constantine and his formidable mother Helena established a new capital for
the Roman Empire, they initiated the Christian transformation of this discourse by brilliantly reformulating
the founding myth. Over time, this transformation empowered imperial women, strengthened the cult of the
Virgin Mary, fueled contests between church and state, and provoked an arresting synthesis of imperial and
Christian art. Sacred Founders presents a bold interpretive framework that unearths deep continuities
between the ancient and medieval worlds, recovers a forgotten transformation in female imperial power, and
offers a striking reinterpretation of early Christian art.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Harlow:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Sacred Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in
the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome through Early Byzantium has been making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Sacred Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome through
Early Byzantium is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with
all the book Sacred Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome through
Early Byzantium. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Amy McCarter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Sacred
Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome through Early Byzantium,
you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

Phyllis Walters:

The reason? Because this Sacred Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding,
Rome through Early Byzantium is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Marcie Johnson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native or
citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book Sacred



Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome through Early Byzantium
we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to
read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at this book Sacred Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome
through Early Byzantium. You can more attractive than now.
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