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In a world of increasing austerity measures, democratic politics comes under pressure. With the need to
consolidate budgets and to accommodate financial markets, the responsiveness of governments to voters
declines. However, democracy depends on choice. Citizens must be able to influence the course of
government through elections and if a change in government cannot translate into different policies,
democracy is incapacitated.

Many mature democracies are approaching this situation as they confront fiscal crisis. For almost three
decades, OECD countries have - in fits and starts - run deficits and accumulated debt. As a result, an ever
smaller part of government revenue is available today for discretionary spending and social investment and
whichever party comes into office will find its hands tied by past decisions. The current financial and fiscal
crisis has exacerbated the long-term shrinking government discretion; projects for political change have lost
credibility. Many citizens are aware of this situation: they turn away from party politics and stay at home on
Election Day.

With contributions from leading scholars in the forefront of sociology, politics and economics, this timely
book will be of great interest to students and scholars throughout the social sciences as well as general
readers.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

The e-book with title Politics in the Age of Austerity posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Evelyn Nielson:

The reason why? Because this Politics in the Age of Austerity is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Barbie Brookins:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Politics
in the Age of Austerity your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-
book then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Politics in the
Age of Austerity giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Latashia Bartlett:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Politics in the Age of Austerity is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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