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Jacob Neusner (born 1932) is one of the most important figures in the shaping of modern American Judaism.
He was pivotal in transforming the study of Judaism from an insular project only conducted by—and of
interest to—religious adherents to one which now flourishes in the secular setting of the university. He is
also one of the most colorful, creative, and difficult figures in the American academy. But even those who
disagree with Neusner’s academic approach to ancient rabbinic texts have to engage with his pioneering
methods. 

In this comprehensive biography, Aaron Hughes shows Neusner to be much more than a scholar of
rabbinics.  He is a social commentator, a post-Holocaust theologian, and was an outspoken political figure
during the height of the cultural wars of the 1980s. Neusner’s life reflects the story of what happened as Jews
migrated to the suburbs in the late 1940s, daring to imagine new lives for themselves as they successfully
integrated into the fabric of American society. It is also the story of how American Jews tried to make sense
of the world in the aftermath of the extermination of European Jewry and the subsequent creation of the State
of Israel in 1948, and how they sought to define what it meant to be an American Jew.  

Unlike other great American Jewish thinkers, Neusner was born in the U.S., and his Judaism was informed
by an American ethos. His Judaism is open, informed by and informing the world. It is an American
Judaism, one that has enabled American Jews—the freest in history—to be fully American and fully Jewish. 
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From reader reviews:

Keith Smith:

With other case, little folks like to read book Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Jacob
Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gregory Jones:

The book Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after perusing this book.

John Barstow:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Jacob
Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get just before. The Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast giving you one more experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Daniel Johnson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish
Iconoclast or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes
Jacob Neusner: An American Jewish Iconoclast to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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