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In the context of traditional Hindu society, Dalit status has often been historically associated with
occupations considered ritually impure, such as any involving leatherwork, butchering, or removal of
rubbish, animal carcasses, and waste. Engaging in these activities was considered to be polluting to the
individual, and this pollution was considered contagious. As a result, Dalits were commonly segregated, and
banned from full participation in Hindu social life. Social reality in India can be mapped along three
axes—caste (social), profession (economic) and gender. Among these, within the social axes, Brahaminism
plays an important role in the identity and demarcation of Dalits who are still subjected to suppression.

Gender is a key dimension in mapping the social reality but more so in the case of Dalits. Apart from the
regular forms of gender-based inequality and oppression, which they face in family, community and society,
Dalit women in India are alienated on the basis of caste, class and gender. They are the most vulnerable
targets of caste based violence against their community, and are also raped and abused.

Some Dalits, however, have successfully integrated into urban Indian society, where caste origins are less
obvious and less important in public life. But in rural India, caste origins are more readily apparent and
Dalits often remain excluded from local religious life.

Dalit literature was energized in the modern era by the advent of leaders like Mahatma Phule and Ambedkar
in Maharashtra, who focused on the issues of Dalits through their works and writings. This started a new
trend in Dalit writing, and inspired many Dalits to come forth with writings in various Indian languages.

The book is an anthology of illuminating articles highlighting various problems Dalits are facing in our
society despite the equality they have been given by the Indian Constitution and notwithstanding a ban on
untouchability. The exclusion of the Dalits on the basis of caste, gender, religion, etc. has been discussed in
detail, besides the impact of globalization on Dalits. A comparison of Ambedkar and Gandhi has been made
in the context of The Laws of Manu. Some other areas of focus include education and empowerment of Dalit
women; Dalits and Hinduism; the contribution of a non-Dalit to Dalit literature; and the issue of
untouchability in Arundhati Roy's The God of Small Things.

The book will find favour with all those concerned with the plight of Dalits in our society and are desirous of
bringing a positive change in their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

The experience that you get from Critical Essays on Dalit Literature is a more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but Critical Essays on Dalit Literature giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having that Critical Essays on Dalit Literature instantly.

Jonathan Woods:

This book untitled Critical Essays on Dalit Literature to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Angel Sherrill:

The book untitled Critical Essays on Dalit Literature is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Critical Essays on Dalit Literature from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Jimmie Houck:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By the book Critical Essays on Dalit Literature we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Critical Essays on Dalit Literature. You can
more attractive than now.
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