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In the early 1890s, black performer Bob Cole turned blackface minstrelsy on its head with his nationally
recognized whiteface creation, a character he called Willie Wayside. Just over a century later, hiphop star
Busta Rhymes performed a whiteface supercop in his hit music video "Dangerous." In this sweeping work,
Marvin McAllister explores the enduring tradition of "whiting up," in which African American actors,
comics, musicians, and even everyday people have studied and assumed white racial identities.

Not to be confused with racial "passing" or derogatory notions of "acting white," whiting up is a deliberate
performance strategy designed to challenge America's racial and political hierarchies by transferring
supposed markers of whiteness to black bodies--creating unexpected intercultural alliances even as it sharply
critiques racial stereotypes. Along with conventional theater, McAllister considers a variety of other live
performance modes, including weekly promenading rituals, antebellum cakewalks, solo performance, and
standup comedy. For over three centuries, whiting up as allowed African American artists to appropriate
white cultural production, fashion new black identities through these "white" forms, and advance our
collective ability to locate ourselves in others.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Dunn:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage
Europeans in African American Performance is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Linda Matthews:

The reserve with title Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage Europeans in African American
Performance has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

May Davidson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage Europeans in
African American Performance was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage Europeans in African American Performance has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Mildred Kershner:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Whiting Up: Whiteface Minstrels and Stage
Europeans in African American Performance can make you experience more interested to read.
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