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In thisvolume Ann Lee Bressler offersthe first cultural history of American Universalism and its central
teaching -- the idea that an all-good and al-powerful God saves all souls. Although Universalists have
commonly been lumped together with Unitarians as "liberal religionists,” in its origins their movement was,
in fact, quite different from that of the better-known religious liberals.

Unlike Unitarians such as the renowned William Ellery Channing, who stressed the obligation of the
individual under divine moral sanctions, most early American Universalists looked to the omnipotent will of
God to redeem all of creation. While Channing was socialy and intellectually descended from the opponents
of Jonathan Edwards, Hosea Ballou, the foremost theologian of the Universalist movement, appropriated
Edwards's legacy by emphasizing the power of God's love in the face of human sinfulness and apparent
intransigence. Espousing what they saw as a fervent but reasonable piety, many early Universalists saw their
movement as aform of improved Calvinism.

The story of Universalism from the mid-nineteenth century on, however, was largely one of unsuccessful
efforts to maintain this early synthesis of Calvinist and Enlightenment ideals. Eventually, Bressler argues,
Universalists were swept up in the tide of American religious individualism and moralism; in the late
nineteenth century they increasingly extolled moral responsibility and the cultivation of the self. By the time
of thefirst Universalist centennial celebration in 1870, the ideals of the early movement were all but
moribund. Bressler's study illuminates such issues as the rel ationship between faith and reason in ayoung,
fast-growing, and deeply uncertain country, and the fate of the Calvinist heritage in American religious
history.
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From reader reviews:
Irma Patter son:

This The Universalist Movement in America, 1770-1880 (Religion in America) book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read alot of information you will get. That The Universalist Movement in America, 1770-1880
(Religion in America) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Universalist Movement in America, 1770-1880 (Religion in
America) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Universalist Movement in America, 1770-1880
(Religion in America) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Steven Deloatch:

The actual book The Universalist Movement in America, 1770-1880 (Religion in America) hasalot info on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Michelle Oquinn:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Universalist Movement in
America, 1770-1880 (Religion in America) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The
Universalist Movement in America, 1770-1880 (Religion in America) as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Robert Howard:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Universalist Movement in America, 1770-
1880 (Religion in America) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of
date, spending your extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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