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Tracing the history of tragedy and comedy from their earliest beginnings to the present, this book offers
readers an exceptional study of the development of both genres, grounded in analysis of landmark plays and
their context. It argues that sacrifice is central to both genres, and demonstrates how it provides a key to
understanding the grand sweep of Western drama. For students of literature and drama the volume serves as
an accessible companion to over two millennia of drama organised by period, and reveals how sacrifice
represents a through-line running from classical drama to today's reality TV and blockbuster movies.

Across the chapters devoted to each period, Day explores how the meanings of sacrifice change over time,
but never quite disappear. He charts the influences of religion, social change and politics on the status and
purposes of theatre in each period, and on the drama itself. But it is through a close study of key plays that he
reveals the continuities centred around sacrifice that persist and which illuminate aspects of human
psychology and social organisation.

Among the many plays and events considered are Aeschylus' trilogy The Oresteia, Aristophanes' Women at
the Thesmorphia, Menander's The Bad-Tempered Man, the spectacles of the Roman Games, Seneca's The
Trojan Women, Plautus's The Rope, the Cycle plays and Everyman from the Middle Ages, Shakespeare's
King Lear and A Midsummer Night's Dream, Middleton's The Revenger's Tragedy, Jonson's Every Man in
His Humour, Thomas Otway's The Orphan, William Wycherley's The Country Wife, Wilde's A Woman of No
Importance, Beckett' Waiting for Godot, Tennessee Williams's A Streetcar Named Desire, Suzan-Lori
Parks's Topdog/Underdog, Sarah Kane's Blasted and Charlotte Jones' Humble Boy. A conclusion examines
the persistence of ideas of sacrifice in today's reality TV and blockbuster movies.
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and
Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present as your daily resource information.

Mary Crouch:

Beside that The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice
from the Greeks to the Present because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

William Barnett:

This The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present is brand-new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

George Eichner:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and
Sacrifice from the Greeks to the Present to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to



available a book and examine it. Beside that the book The Story of Drama: Tragedy, Comedy and Sacrifice
from the Greeks to the Present can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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