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A chance encounter at a summer party sent writer Josceline Dimbleby on a quest to uncover a mystery in her
family’s past. After talking with Andrew Lloyd Webber about a beautiful, dark portrait in his art collection,
she decided to find out more about the subject of the painting: her great-aunt Amy Gaskell. Dimbleby had
always known her great-aunt’s face from this haunted portrait by the well-known Pre-Raphaelite painter Sir
Edward Burne-Jones, but beyond that and a family rumor that Amy had died young “of a broken heart,”
Dimbleby knew little of her female forebears.

At the start of her search, Josceline came across a cache of unpublished letters from Burne-Jones to her
great-grandmother May Gaskell, Amy’s mother. These letters turned out to be part of a passionate
correspondence—adoring, intimate, sometimes up to five letters a day—which continued throughout the last
six years of the painter’s life. As she read, more and more questions arose: Why did Burne-Jones feel he had
to protect May from an overwhelming sadness? What was the deep secret she had confided to him? And
what was the tragic truth behind Amy’s wayward, wandering life, her strange marriage, and her unexplained
early death?

In piecing together the eventful life of her grandmother, Dimbleby takes us through a turbulent period in
history that includes the Boer War, the Great War, and the Second World War and visits the most far-flung
corners of the British Empire. The Souls—William Morris, Rudyard Kipling, and William Gladstone—all
play a part in this sweeping, often funny, and sometimes tragic story. Above all, it is her infectious
enthusiasm for a subject so close to home that makes May and Amy such a compelling and richly
entertaining read.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific May and Amy: A True
Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward
Burne-Jones to read.

Alan Torrez:

The book untitled May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May
Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones is the e-book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-
book of May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her
Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter
Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing May and Amy: A True Story of Family, Forbidden
Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones nevertheless
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Wesley Baker:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular May and Amy: A True Story of Family,
Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones can
give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get



success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have May and Amy: A True Story of Family,
Forbidden Love, and the Secret Lives of May Gaskell, Her Daughter Amy, and Sir Edward Burne-Jones.
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