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A cyborg detective hunts for amalfunctioning sex doll that turnsitself into akilling machine. A Helan-era
Taoist slays evil spirits with magic spells from yin-yang philosophy. A young mortician carefully prepares
bodies for their journey to the afterlife. A teenage girl drinks a cup of life-giving sake, not knowing its
irreversible transformative power. These are scenes from the visually enticing, spiritually eclectic media of
Japanese movies and anime. The narratives of courageous heroes and heroines and the myths and |egends of
deities and their abodes are not just recurring motifs of the cinematic fantasy world. They are pop culture’s
representations of sacred subtexts in Japan. Japanese Mythology in Film takes a semiotic approach to
uncovering such religious and folkloric tropes and subtexts embedded in popular Japanese movies and
anime.

Part | introduces film semiotics with plain definitions of terminology. Through familiar cinematic examples,
it emphasizes the myth-making nature of modern-day film and argues that semiotics can be used as a
theoretical tool for reading film. Part 11 presents case studies of eight popular Japanese films as models of
semiotic analysis. While discussing each film’s use of common mythological motifs such as death and
rebirth, its case study also unveils more covert cultural signifiers and folktale motifs, including jizo (a savior
of sentient beings) and kori (bewitching foxes and raccoon dogs), hidden in the Japanese filmic text.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Jackson:

The event that you get from Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film
and Anime is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Japanese Mythology in Film: A
Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book iswell-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Thereforeit is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading
Japanese Film and Anime instantly.

Doreen Harry:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several waysto share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime, you could
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a e-book.

Jacqueline Campbell:

Often the book Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading Japanese Film and Anime has
alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Betty Blake:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-
book that need more time to be go through. Japanese Mythology in Film: A Semiotic Approach to Reading
Japanese Film and Anime can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short
extratime problems.
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