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Julia Reed spends a lot of time thinking about ham biscuits. And cornbread and casseroles and the
surprisingly modern ease of donning a hostess gown for one's own party. In Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns
and Other Southern Specialties Julia Reed collects her thoughts on good cooking and the lessons of gracious
entertaining that pass from one woman to another, and takes the reader on a lively and very personal tour of
the culinary—and social—South. In essays on everything from pork chops to the perfect picnic Julia Reed
revels in the simple good qualities that make the Southern table the best possible place to pull up a chair. She
expounds on: the Southerner's relentless penchant for using gelatin; why most things taste better with
homemade mayonnaise; the necessity of a holiday milk punch (and, possibly, a Santa hat); how best to "cook
for compliments" (at least one squash casserole and Lee Bailey's barbequed veal are key). She provides
recipes for some of the region's best-loved dishes (cheese straws, red velvet cake, breakfast shrimp), along
with her own variations on the classics, including Fried Oysters Rockefeller Salad and Creole Crab Soup.
She also elaborates on worthwhile information every hostess would do well to learn: the icebreaking
qualities of a Ramos gin fizz and a hot crabmeat canapé, for example; the "wow factor" intrinsic in a platter
of devilled eggs or a giant silver punchbowl filled with scoops of homemade ice cream. There is guidance on
everything from the best possible way to "eat" your luck on New Year's Day to composing a menu in honor
of someone you love. Grace and hilarity under gastronomic pressure suffuse these essays, along with
remembrances of her gastronomic heroes including Richard Olney, Mary Cantwell, and M.F.K. Fisher. Ham
Biscuits, Hostess Gowns and Other Southern Specialties is another great book about the South from Julia
Reed, a writer who makes her experiences in—and out of—the kitchen a joy to read.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other Southern Specialties: An
Entertaining Life (with Recipes) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Elliott Townsend:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other
Southern Specialties: An Entertaining Life (with Recipes) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other Southern Specialties: An Entertaining Life (with
Recipes) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Beverly Rosa:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other Southern Specialties: An Entertaining Life (with
Recipes) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Gerald McMullen:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ham Biscuits, Hostess Gowns, and Other Southern
Specialties: An Entertaining Life (with Recipes) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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