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When you mention the name Gerry Hitchens to Villa fans of a certain age you begin to conger up memories
of a big, powerful, blond striker who scored goals for fun and was a gentleman on and off the pitch.

Gerry Archibald Hitchens was a boyhood Villa fan and his dream was to one day play for his team. In
December 1957, seven months after Villa had lifted the FA Cup, Gerry’s ambition had been fulfilled when
Eric Houghton signed him from Cardiff City for a club record of £22,000.

It took Gerry a season or so to find his feet and establish himself to the Villa Park faithful after an indifferent
start to his Villa career, but on 14th November 1959, Gerry Hitchens embarked on a goalscoring streak
which will probably never be matched again when he grabbed 10 goals in 3 games, including 5 in one match
against Charlton in a record 11–1 home victory. From then on, Gerry Hitchens would become a household
name and a Villa ‘icon.’ He scored 42 goals in the 1960–61 season under Joe Mercer and he became
seemingly irreplaceable for Villa. England came calling shortly afterwards and his name was soon on
everyone’s lips.

After nearly four years at Villa and 96 goals later, Gerry Hitchens had seemingly ‘outgrown’ Villa and a
wonderful display for England in Rome, where he scored two goals in a 3–2 victory, stamped his arrival on
the international scene and scouts from Italy and Spain were asking who this “Itchens” was. The Italians
soon found out in June 1961 when Gerry signed for Inter Milan for £85,000 and a huge signing on fee.

Still today, the name of Gerry Hitchens creates discussion among the Villa fans who idolised him during ‘the
good old days’ and he certainly was Villa’s first ‘iconic’ footballer and a true ‘legend’ without a doubt.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Martinez:

The book Gerry Hitchens: The Making of a Villa Legend make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Gerry Hitchens: The
Making of a Villa Legend to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
available and read a publication Gerry Hitchens: The Making of a Villa Legend. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Leroy Ange:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Gerry Hitchens: The Making of a
Villa Legend is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Susan Peterson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Gerry Hitchens: The Making of a
Villa Legend that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you
could pick Gerry Hitchens: The Making of a Villa Legend become your own starter.

Sandra Easley:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Gerry Hitchens: The Making of a Villa Legend
can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Gerry Hitchens: The Making of
a Villa Legend.
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