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In Hard Interests, Soft Illusions, Natasha Hamilton-Hart explores the belief held by foreign policy elites in
much of Southeast Asia-Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, and Vietnam-that the
United States is a relatively benign power. She argues that this belief is an important factor underpinning
U.S. preeminence in the region, because beliefs inform specific foreign policy decisions and form the basis
for broad orientations of alignment, opposition, or nonalignment. Such foundational beliefs, however, do not
simply reflect objective facts and reasoning processes. Hamilton-Hart argues that they are driven by both
interests-in this case the political and economic interests of ruling groups in Southeast Asia-and illusions.

Hamilton-Hart shows how the information landscape and standards of professional expertise within the
foreign policy communities of Southeast Asia shape beliefs about the United States. These opinions
frequently rest on deeply biased understandings of national history that dominate perceptions of the past and
underlie strategic assessments of the present and future. Members of the foreign policy community rarely
engage in probabilistic reasoning or effortful knowledge-testing strategies. This does not mean, she
emphasizes, that the beliefs are insincere or merely instrumental rationalizations. Rather, cognitive and
affective biases in the ways humans access and use information mean that interests influence beliefs; how
they do so depends on available information, the social organization and practices of a professional sphere,
and prevailing standards for generating knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Adria Jenkins:

The reserve with title Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Francis Knapp:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American
Power it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
offers high quality.

Bernice King:

This Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt this?

Virginia Hause:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to your account is Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power this reserve consist a



lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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