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As each generation confronts aging and responds to its challenges, the literary community—ranging from
Philip Roth to Jonathan Franzen—has provided nuanced and thoughtful depictions that transcend stereotypes
of old men as feeble and broken individuals. Under the sage guidance of these authors—many facing old age
themselves—older male characters have become increasingly prevalent in literary fiction.

In Aging Masculinity in the American Novel, Alex Hobbs turns the spotlight on matters related to later life by
examining a broad range of works. Hobbs looks at novels not only by literary lions of the Baby Boom
generation, but authors on the cusp of old age who anticipate its consequences. In addition to works by
Jonathan Franzen, Paul Auster, and Ethan Canin, the author considers the perspectives of female writers,
such as Marilynne Robinson, Anne Tyler, and Jane Smiley, who have created complex older male characters.
Hobbs argues that previous studies regarding male aging in popular culture have been reductive, and she
suggests that male and female experiences and interpretations of aging are individualistic and unique.

With a bold argument for how readers should contemplate masculinity in literary fiction, this book helps us
better understand the full range of issues that older men face—from legacy and loss to health issues and
grace. The author’s illuminating and persuasive perspectives will ignite a new way of thinking about this
subject and its central place in the national conversation. Looking at how older men’s lives are documented
in American fiction, Aging Masculinity in the American Novel will be of interest to scholars and students of
popular culture, gender studies, aging studies, and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Aging Masculinity in the
American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Aging Masculinity in the American
Novel (Contemporary American Literature) become your current starter.

Doreen Looney:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Aging Masculinity in the American
Novel (Contemporary American Literature) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bruce Williamson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Aging Masculinity in the American Novel
(Contemporary American Literature) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Delbert Storey:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American
Literature) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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