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This is the first book to describe the intimate relationship between Latin literature and the politics of ancient
Rome. Until now, most scholars have viewed classical Latin literature as a product of aesthetic concerns.
Thomas Habinek shows, however, that literature was also a cultural practice that emerged from and
intervened in the political and social struggles at the heart of the Roman world. Habinek considers major
works by such authors as Cato, Cicero, Horace, Ovid, and Seneca. He shows that, from its beginnings in the
late third century b.c. to its eclipse by Christian literature six hundred years later, classical literature served
the evolving interests of Roman and, more particularly, aristocratic power. It fostered a prestige dialect, for
example; it appropriated the cultural resources of dominated and colonized communities; and it helped to
defuse potentially explosive challenges to prevailing values and authority. Literature also drew upon and
enhanced other forms of social authority, such as patriarchy, religious ritual, cultural identity, and the
aristocratic procedure of self-scrutiny, or existimatio. Habinek's analysis of the relationship between
language and power in classical Rome breaks from the long Romantic tradition of viewing Roman authors as
world-weary figures, aloof from mundane political concerns-a view, he shows, that usually reflects how
scholars have seen themselves. The Politics of Latin Literature will stimulate new interest in the historical
context of Latin literature and help to integrate classical studies into ongoing debates about the sociology of
writing.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Cook:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Politics of Latin Literature:
Writing, Identity, and Empire in Ancient Rome. will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
suitable book with you?

Kelley Thornton:

The book The Politics of Latin Literature: Writing, Identity, and Empire in Ancient Rome. will bring
someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Politics of Latin
Literature: Writing, Identity, and Empire in Ancient Rome. is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Clare Lucas:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Politics of Latin Literature: Writing, Identity,
and Empire in Ancient Rome. why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Larry Chaffin:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Politics of Latin Literature: Writing, Identity,
and Empire in Ancient Rome. can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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