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In this chilling novel about a 1950s boys summer camp gone awry, the former New York Times literary critic
has created a brilliant coming-of-age story with undertones reminiscent of Lord of the Flies.

Christopher Lehmann-Haupt's novel is at once afantasy, a barbed portrait of boyhood in the dawning of the
Eisenhower era, and a no-holds-barred story of terror of the sort that won him praise for his previous novel,
A Crooked Man.

Jerry Muller has been aregular at Camp Senecafor years. Now that he's ateenager and counselor, things
don't seem quiteright at his traditional summer haunt. As Jerry plunges into the mysteries around him, he
finds himself growing up fast -- maybe too fast.

He's attracted to T.J., a pretty girl who might have a boyfriend but who flirts anyway, and he's shocked by
the truth about his friend Oz, who's more interested in Jerry than in the likes of T.J. He sees something is
strangely amiss with the husband and wife who own the camp. But above all, he's scared of the cruel game
masterminded by Buck.

Of Seneca ancestry, Buck is a sinister, bigger-than-life expert on Indian lore. He is also an organizer of scary
games who may just possibly be a psychopath and akiller, and in whose hands the camp's make-believe,
designed to scare the kids, becomes first a savage and brutal test of strength, then, by small steps, genuinely
dangerous.

As Jerry unravels the mysteries surrounding the ordinary-looking camp, he struggles to understand how "the
Forbidden Woods," which have always been off-limits to campers as a kind of game and dare, have
somehow become genuinely frightening -- all the more reason to discover the secrets that lie behind Camp
Seneca's facade.

The story reaches its climax in a shocking scene that neither Jerry nor the reader is likely to forget.
Christopher Lehmann-Haupt's new novel is awicked, suspenseful, and deeply original tale.
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From reader reviews:
Ledie Hackett:

What do you about book? It is hot important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Mad Cook of
Pymatuning: A Novel to read.

Mike Greene:

The experience that you get from The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel isamore deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to understand but The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of thisbook is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having that The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel instantly.

Meinda Miller:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which oneis suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel asthe
daily resource information.

Rebecca Dryden:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth alwaystry to
improve their talent in writing, they aso doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Mad Cook of Pymatuning: A Novel.
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