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During the nineteenth century, British and American settlers acquired a vast amount of land from indigenous
people throughout the Pacific, but in no two places did they acquire it the same way. Stuart Banner tells the
story of colonial settlement in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, Tonga, Hawaii, California, Oregon, Washington,
British Columbia, and Alaska. Today, indigenous people own much more land in some of these places than
in others. And certain indigenous peoples benefit from treaty rights, while others do not. These variations are
traceable to choices made more than a century ago--choices about whether indigenous people were the
owners of their land and how that land was to be transferred to whites.

Banner argues that these differences were not due to any deliberate land policy created in London or
Washington. Rather, the decisions were made locally by settlers and colonial officials and were based on
factors peculiar to each colony, such as whether the local indigenous people were agriculturalists and what
level of political organization they had attained. These differences loom very large now, perhaps even larger
than they did in the nineteenth century, because they continue to influence the course of litigation and
political struggle between indigenous people and whites over claims to land and other resources.

Possessing the Pacific is an original and broadly conceived study of how colonial struggles over land still
shape the relations between whites and indigenous people throughout much of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
POSSESSING THE PACIFIC your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
POSSESSING THE PACIFIC giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kathleen Owens:

POSSESSING THE PACIFIC can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing POSSESSING THE PACIFIC
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

The book untitled POSSESSING THE PACIFIC contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains
the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Crystal Thomas:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This POSSESSING THE PACIFIC is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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