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Tiki torches, cocktails, la dolce vita, and the music that popularized them—Mondo Exotica offers a behind-
the-scenes look at the sounds and obsessions of the Space Age and Cold War period as well as the renewed
interest in them evident in contemporary music and design. The music journalist and radio host Francesco
Adinolfi provides extraordinary detail about artists, songs, albums, and soundtracks, while also presenting an
incisive analysis of the ethnic and cultural stereotypes embodied in exotica and related genres. In this
encyclopedic account of films, books, TV programs, mixed drinks, and above all music, he balances a
respect for exotica’s artistic innovations with a critical assessment of what its popularity says about postwar
society in the United States and Europe, and what its revival implies today.

Adinolfi interviewed a number of exotica greats, and Mondo Exotica incorporates material from his
interviews with Martin Denny, Esquivel, the Italian film composers Piero Piccioni and Piero Umiliani, and
others. It begins with an extended look at the postwar popularity of exotica in the United States. Adinolfi
describes how American bachelors and suburbanites embraced the Polynesian god Tiki as a symbol of
escape and sexual liberation; how Les Baxter’s album Ritual of the Savage (1951) ushered in the exotica
music craze; and how Martin Denny’s Exotica built on that craze, hitting number one in 1957. Adinolfi
chronicles the popularity of performers from Yma Sumac, “the Peruvian Nightingale,” to Esquivel, who was
described by Variety as “the Mexican Duke Ellington,” to the chanteuses Eartha Kitt, Julie London, and
Ann-Margret. He explores exotica’s many sub-genres, including mood music, crime jazz, and spy music.
Turning to Italy, he reconstructs the postwar years of la dolce vita, explaining how budget spy films,
spaghetti westerns, soft-core porn movies, and other genres demonstrated an attraction to the foreign. Mondo
Exotica includes a discography of albums, compilations, and remixes.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Dominguez:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Mondo Exotica: Sounds, Visions, Obsessions of
the Cocktail Generation will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book
with you?

Helen Albertson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Mondo Exotica: Sounds, Visions, Obsessions of the
Cocktail Generation, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Juli Gadberry:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is Mondo Exotica: Sounds, Visions, Obsessions of the Cocktail Generation. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ernestine Pagan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Mondo Exotica: Sounds, Visions, Obsessions of the Cocktail Generation when you
required it?
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