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Mutilated animals. Defaced tombstones. Sexual abuse in daycare centers. Is Americathreatened by a satanic
conspiracy? In this book, Robert D. Hicks exposes law enforcement's obsessive preoccupation with satanism
asamodel for criminal behavior. While satanic belief has played a part in crimes ranging from petty
vandalism to serial murders, Hicks avows that there is no substantial evidence for the existence of a
nationwide satanic crime continuum.

Hicks points out that the satanic criminal model is expedient largely due to its simplicity and economy,
reducing to simple formulas such complex problems as drug abuse, teen suicide, and sexual molestation. His
research utilizes a unique blend of law-enforcement methodology, anthropology, folklore, history, sociology,
psychology and psychiatry. He attributes the cult conspiracy theory to beliefs fueled by Christian
fundamentalist sects and to the ungovernable mechanisms of rumor-panics, subversive mythology, and urban
legend.

In Pursuit of Satan documents examples of rumor-panics in which the police have fomented fear by
attributing crimes to satanists, indulging in sheer speculation and promulgating misinformation through the
sensationalist news media. Hicks examines the construction of the satanic ideology among law enforcement
officials, focusing on the exploitation of satanism as a new scapegoat for public fears and addressing the
phenomenon of credulity among police forces and allied professionalsin socia work, psychiatry, and

psychology.
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From reader reviews:
Sun Byrd:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult. Y ou can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant the book In
Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by way of abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or maybe searching by internet system. Itiscalled e-
book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Florence Williams:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not attempting In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and
the Occult that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for al you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult become your personal
Starter.

Claire Davis:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some peopl e likes studying, not only science book and also novel and In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the
Ocecult or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especialy.
Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Erica Northern:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book In Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book In
Pursuit of Satan: The Police and the Occult. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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