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Asian Americans are a small percentage of the U.S. population, but their numbers are steadily rising—from
less than a million in 1960 to more than 15 million today. They are also a remarkably diverse
population—representing several ethnicities, religions, and languages—and they enjoy higher levels of
education and income than any other U.S. racial group. Historically, socioeconomic status has been a reliable
predictor of political behavior. So why has this fast-growing American population, which is doing so well
economically, been so little engaged in the U.S. political system? Asian American Political Participation is
the most comprehensive study to date of Asian American political behavior, including such key measures as
voting, political donations, community organizing, and political protests. The book examines why some
groups participate while others do not, why certain civic activities are deemed preferable to others, and why
Asian socioeconomic advantage has so far not led to increased political clout.

Asian American Political Participation is based on data from the authors’ groundbreaking 2008 National
Asian American Survey of more than 5,000 Chinese, Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Filipino, and Japanese
Americans. The book shows that the motivations for and impediments to political participation are as diverse
as the Asian American population. For example, native-born Asians have higher rates of political
participation than their immigrant counterparts, particularly recent adult arrivals who were socialized outside
of the United States. Protest activity is the exception, which tends to be higher among immigrants who
maintain connections abroad and who engaged in such activity in their country of origin. Surprisingly,
factors such as living in a new immigrant destination or in a city with an Asian American elected official do
not seem to motivate political behavior—neither does ethnic group solidarity. Instead, hate crimes and racial
victimization are the factors that most motivate Asian Americans to participate politically. Involvement in
non-political activities such as civic and religious groups also bolsters political participation. Even among
Asian groups, socioeconomic advantage does not necessarily translate into high levels of political
participation. Chinese Americans, for example, have significantly higher levels of educational attainment
than Japanese Americans, but Japanese Americans are far more likely to vote and make political
contributions. And Vietnamese Americans, with the lowest levels of education and income, vote and engage
in protest politics more than any other group.

Lawmakers tend to favor the interests of groups who actively engage the political system, and groups who do
not participate at high levels are likely to suffer political consequences in the future. Asian American
Political Participation demonstrates that understanding Asian political behavior today can have significant
repercussions for Asian American political influence tomorrow.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Asian American Political Participation: Emerging Constituents and
Their Political Identities.

Erin Mohammad:

The book Asian American Political Participation: Emerging Constituents and Their Political Identities can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the great thing like a book Asian American Political Participation: Emerging Constituents and Their
Political Identities? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Asian American Political Participation: Emerging Constituents and Their Political Identities has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Franklin Richter:

The reason? Because this Asian American Political Participation: Emerging Constituents and Their Political
Identities is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mary Wines:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Asian American Political Participation: Emerging
Constituents and Their Political Identities to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for



you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Asian American Political Participation:
Emerging Constituents and Their Political Identities can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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