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Why do baby sharks, hyenas, and pelicans kill their siblings? Why do beetles and mice commit infanticide?
Why are twins and birth defects more common in older human mothers? A Natural History of Families
concisely examines what behavioral ecologists have discovered about family dynamics and what these
insights might tell us about human biology and behavior. Scott Forbes's engaging account describes an
uneasy union among family members in which rivalry for resources often has dramatic and even fatal
consequences.

In nature, parents invest resources and control the allocation of resources among their offspring to perpetuate
their genetic lineage. Those families sometimes function as cooperative units, the nepotistic and loving
havens we choose to identify with. In the natural world, however, dysfunctional familial behavior is
disarmingly commonplace.

While explaining why infanticide, fratricide, and other seemingly antisocial behaviors are necessary, Forbes
also uncovers several surprising applications to humans. Here the conflict begins in the moments following
conception as embryos struggle to wrest control of pregnancy from the mother, and to wring more
nourishment from her than she can spare, thus triggering morning sickness, diabetes, and high blood
pressure. Mothers, in return, often spontaneously abort embryos with severe genetic defects, allowing for
prenatal quality control of offspring.

Using a broad sweep of entertaining examples culled from the world of animals and humans, A Natural
History of Families is a lively introduction to the behavioral ecology of the family.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

The book A Natural History of Families make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having
big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book A Natural History of Families being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-book A Natural History of
Families. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Jose Suh:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Natural History of Families
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism A Natural History of Families as good book
not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its
cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ronald Johnson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is A Natural History of Families this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he
makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Deanna Marcantel:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the A Natural History of Families when you desired it?
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