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Present-day Americans feel secure in their citizenship: they are free to speak up for any cause, oppose their
government, marry a person of any background, and live where they choose—at home or abroad.
Denaturalization and denationalization are more often associated with twentieth-century authoritarian
regimes. But there was a time when American-born and naturalized foreign-born individuals in the United
States could be deprived of their citizenship and its associated rights. Patrick Weil examines the twentieth-
century legal procedures, causes, and enforcement of denaturalization to illuminate an important but
neglected dimension of Americans' understanding of sovereignty and federal authority: a citizen is defined,
in part, by the parameters that could be used to revoke that same citizenship.

The Sovereign Citizen begins with the Naturalization Act of 1906, which was intended to prevent realization
of citizenship through fraudulent or illegal means. Denaturalization—a process provided for by one clause of
the act—became the main instrument for the transfer of naturalization authority from states and local courts
to the federal government. Alongside the federalization of naturalization, a conditionality of citizenship
emerged: for the first half of the twentieth century, naturalized individuals could be stripped of their
citizenship not only for fraud but also for affiliations with activities or organizations that were perceived as
un-American. (Emma Goldman's case was the first and perhaps best-known denaturalization on political
grounds, in 1909.) By midcentury the Supreme Court was fiercely debating cases and challenged the
constitutionality of denaturalization and denationalization. This internal battle lasted almost thirty years. The
Warren Court's eventual decision to uphold the sovereignty of the citizen—not the state—secures our
national order to this day. Weil's account of this transformation, and the political battles fought by its
advocates and critics, reshapes our understanding of American citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Oliver Watts:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The
Sovereign Citizen: Denaturalization and the Origins of the American Republic (Democracy, Citizenship, and
Constitutionalism) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Marcos Anderson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Sovereign Citizen: Denaturalization and the
Origins of the American Republic (Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) as your daily resource
information.

Juan Hinkson:

The reserve with title The Sovereign Citizen: Denaturalization and the Origins of the American Republic
(Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Tabitha Devore:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Sovereign Citizen: Denaturalization and
the Origins of the American Republic (Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still hesitation The Sovereign Citizen: Denaturalization and the Origins of the
American Republic (Democracy, Citizenship, and Constitutionalism) as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still



needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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