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Most observers believe that gospel music has been sung in African-American churches since their
organization in the late 1800s. Yet nothing could be further from the truth, as Michael W. Harris's history of
gospel blues reveals. Tracing the rise of gospel blues as seen through the career of its founding figure,
Thomas Andrew Dorsey, Harris tells the story of the most prominent person in the advent of gospel blues.
Also known as "Georgia Tom," Dorsey had considerable success in the 1920s as a pianist, composer, and
arranger for prominent blues singes including Ma Rainey. In the 1930s he became involved in Chicago's
African-American, old-line Protestant churches, where his background in the blues greatly influenced his
composing and singing. Following much controversy during the 1930s and the eventual overwhelming
response that Dorsey's new form of music received, the gospel blues became a major force in African-
American churches and religion. His more than 400 gospel songs and recent Grammy Award indicate that he
is still today the most prolific composer/publisher in the movement. Delving into the life of the central figure
of gospel blues, Harris illuminates not only the evolution of this popular musical form, but also the thought
and social forces that forged the culture in which this music was shaped.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Dews:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Rise of Gospel Blues: The Music of Thomas Andrew Dorsey in the
Urban Church.

John Dudley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Rise of Gospel Blues: The
Music of Thomas Andrew Dorsey in the Urban Church book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Sheila Carter:

Beside that The Rise of Gospel Blues: The Music of Thomas Andrew Dorsey in the Urban Church in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Rise of Gospel Blues: The Music of Thomas
Andrew Dorsey in the Urban Church because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Brenda Evans:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rise of Gospel Blues: The
Music of Thomas Andrew Dorsey in the Urban Church can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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