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What kind of literature is the Talmud? To answer this question, Daniel Boyarin looks to an unlikely source:
the dialogues of Plato. In these ancient texts he finds similarities, both in their combination of various genres
and topics and in their dialogic structure. But Boyarin goes beyond these structural similarities, arguing also
for a cultural relationship.

In Socrates and the Fat Rabbis, Boyarin suggests that both the Platonic and the talmudic dialogues are not
dialogic at all. Using Michael Bakhtin’s notion of represented dialogue and real dialogism, Boyarin
demonstrates, through multiple close readings, that the give-and-take in these texts is actually much closer to
a monologue in spirit. At the same time, he shows that there is a dialogism in both texts on a deeper
structural level between a voice of philosophical or religious dead seriousness and a voice from within that
mocks that very high solemnity at the same time. Boyarin ultimately singles out Menippean satire as the
most important genre through which to understand both the Talmud and Plato, emphasizing their seriocomic
peculiarity.

An innovative advancement in rabbinic studies, as well as a bold and controversial new way of reading Plato,
Socrates and the Fat Rabbis makes a major contribution to scholarship on thought and culture of the ancient
Mediterranean.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

Here thing why this kind of Socrates and the Fat Rabbis are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Socrates and the Fat Rabbis giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Socrates and the Fat Rabbis. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Socrates and the Fat Rabbis in e-book can be your alternate.

Bonnie Skelton:

The reserve untitled Socrates and the Fat Rabbis is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so
the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Socrates and the
Fat Rabbis from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Hannah Norton:

The publication with title Socrates and the Fat Rabbis contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Richard Pascual:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Socrates and the Fat
Rabbis.
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