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The Yunnanese from southwestern China have for millennia traded throughout upland Southeast Asia.
Burma in particular has served as a "back door" to Yunnan, providing a sanctuary for political refugees and
economic opportunities for trade explorers. Since the Chinese Communist takeover in 1949 and subsequent
political upheavals in China, an unprecedented number of Yunnanese refugees have fled to Burma. Through
a personal narrative approach, Beyond Borders is the first ethnography to focus on the migration history and
transnational trading experiences of contemporary Yunnanese Chinese migrants (composed of both
Yunnanese Han and Muslims) who reside in Burma and those who have moved from Burma and resettled in
Thailand, Taiwan, and China.

Since the 1960s, Yunnanese Chinese migrants of Burma have dominated the transnational trade in opium,
jade, and daily consumption goods. Wen-Chin Chang writes with deep knowledge of this trade's organization
from the 1960s of mule-driven caravans to the use of modern transportation, and she reconstructs trading
routes while examining embedded sociocultural meanings. These Yunnanese migrants’ mobility attests to the
prevalence of travel not only by the privileged but also by different kinds of people. Their narratives disclose
individual life processes as well as networks of connections, modes of transportation, and differences
between the experiences of men and women. Through traveling they have carried on the mobile livelihoods
of their predecessors, expanding overland trade beyond its historical borderlands between Yunnan and
upland Southeast Asia to journeys further afield by land, sea, and air.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Beyond Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Chinese
Migrants of Burma. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Beyond Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Chinese Migrants of Burma. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
study.

Linda Young:

The book Beyond Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Chinese Migrants of Burma make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Beyond
Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Chinese Migrants of Burma to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Beyond Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Chinese
Migrants of Burma. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Susannah Williams:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Beyond Borders: Stories of
Yunnanese Chinese Migrants of Burma is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Helen Samuel:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Beyond Borders: Stories of Yunnanese Chinese Migrants of Burma
can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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