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American Gunfight is the fast-paced, definitive, and breathtakingly suspenseful account of an extraordinary
historical event -- the attempted assassination of President Harry Truman in 1950 by two Puerto Rican
Nationalists and the bloody shoot-out in the streets of Washington, D.C., that saved the president's life.
Written by Pulitzer Prize-winner Stephen Hunter, the widely admired and bestselling novelist and author of
such books as Havana, Hot Springs, and Dirty White Boys, and John Bainbridge, Jr., an experienced
journalist and lawyer, American Gunfight is at once a groundbreaking work of meticulous historical research
and the vivid and dramatically told story of an act of terrorism that almost succeeded. They have pieced
together, at last, the story of the conspiracy that nearly doomed the president and how a few good men --
ordinary guys who were willing to risk their lives in the line of duty -- stopped it.
It is a book about courage -- on both sides -- and about what politics and devotion to a cause can lead men to
do, and about what actually happens, second by second, when a gunfight explodes.
It begins on November 1, 1950, an unseasonably hot afternoon in the sleepy capital. At 2:00 P.M. in his
temporary residence at Blair House, the president of the United States takes a nap. At 2:20 P.M., two men
approach Blair House from different directions. Oscar Collazo, a respected metal polisher and family man,
and Griselio Torresola, an unemployed salesman, don't look dangerous, not in their new suits and hats, not in
their calm, purposeful demeanor, not in their slow, unexcited approach. What the three White House
policemen and one Secret Service agent cannot guess is that under each man's coat is a 9mm German
automatic pistol and in each head, a dream of assassin's glory.
At point-blank range, Collazo and then Torresola draw and fire and move toward the president of the United
States.
Hunter and Bainbridge tell the story of that November day with narrative power and careful attention to
detail. They are the first to report on the inner workings of this conspiracy; they examine the forces that led
the perpetrators to conceive the plot. The authors also tell the story of the men themselves, from their youth
and the worlds in which they grew up to the women they loved and who loved them to the moment the
gunfire erupted. Their telling commemorates heroism -- the quiet commitment to duty that in some moments
of crisis sees some people through an ordeal, even at the expense of their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

The book American Gunfight: The Plot to Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book American Gunfight: The Plot to Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It to
become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a book American Gunfight:
The Plot to Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Carissa Taylor:

This American Gunfight: The Plot to Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It are usually
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this American Gunfight: The Plot to
Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly
will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this American Gunfight: The Plot to
Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Karen Partain:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this American Gunfight: The Plot to Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Coleman Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you



knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra American
Gunfight: The Plot to Kill Harry Truman--and the Shoot-out that Stopped It.
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