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In the writings of Nicola Vicentino (1555) and Gioseffo Zarlino (1558) is found, for the first time, a
systematic means of explaining music's expressive power based upon the specific melodic and harmonic
intervals from which it is constructed. This "theory of interval affect" originates not with these theorists,
however, but with their teacher, influential Venetian composer Adrian Willaert (1490-1562). Because
Willaert left no theoretical writings of his own, Timothy McKinney uses Willaert's music to reconstruct his
innovative theories concerning how music might communicate extramusical ideas. For Willaert, the
appellations "major" and "minor" no longer signified merely the larger and smaller of a pair of like-
numbered intervals; rather, they became categories of sonic character, the members of which are related by a
shared sounding property of "majorness" or "minorness" that could be manipulated for expressive purposes.
This book engages with the madrigals of Willaert's landmark Musica nova collection and demonstrates that
they articulate a theory of musical affect more complex and forward-looking than recognized currently. The
book also traces the origins of one of the most widespread musical associations in Western culture: the
notion that major intervals, chords and scales are suitable for the expression of happy affections, and minor
for sad ones. McKinney concludes by discussing the influence of Willaert's theory on the madrigals of
composers such as Vicentino, Zarlino, Cipriano de Rore, Girolamo Parabosco, Perissone Cambio, Francesco
dalla Viola, and Baldassare Donato, and describes the eventual transformation of the theory of interval affect
from the Renaissance view based upon individual intervals measured from the bass, to the Baroque view
based upon invertible triadic entities.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Adrian Willaert and the Theory of Interval Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories of
Zarlino and Vicentino your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Adrian
Willaert and the Theory of Interval Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories of Zarlino
and Vicentino giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Gregory Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Adrian Willaert and the Theory of Interval
Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories of Zarlino and Vicentino book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Adrian Willaert and the Theory of Interval Affect:
The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories of Zarlino and Vicentino as good book but not only by
the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Mary Nixon:

This Adrian Willaert and the Theory of Interval Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories
of Zarlino and Vicentino is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Adrian Willaert and
the Theory of Interval Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories of Zarlino and Vicentino
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?



Clarence Anderson:

Beside this Adrian Willaert and the Theory of Interval Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel
Theories of Zarlino and Vicentino in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Adrian Willaert and
the Theory of Interval Affect: The Musica nova Madrigals and the Novel Theories of Zarlino and Vicentino
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!
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