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Questions of national identity have long dominated China’s political, social, and cultural horizons. So in the
early 1900s, when diverse groups in China began to covet foreign science in the name of new technology and
modernization, questions of nationhood came to the fore. In Unearthing the Nation, Grace Yen Shen uses the
development of modern geology to explore this complex relationship between science and nationalism in
Republican China.

           

Shen shows that Chinese geologists—in battling growing Western and Japanese encroachment of Chinese
sovereignty—faced two ongoing challenges: how to develop objective, internationally recognized scientific
authority without effacing native identity, and how to serve China when China was still searching for a stable
national form. Shen argues that Chinese geologists overcame these obstacles by experimenting with different
ways to associate the subjects of their scientific study, the land and its features, with the object of their
political and cultural loyalties. This, in turn, led them to link national survival with the establishment of
scientific authority in Chinese society.

The first major history of modern Chinese geology, Unearthing the Nation introduces the key figures in the
rise of the field, as well as several key organizations, such as the Geological Society of China, and explains
how they helped bring Chinese geology onto the world stage.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Nixon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Unearthing the Nation: Modern Geology and
Nationalism in Republican China ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Unearthing the Nation:
Modern Geology and Nationalism in Republican China is not only giving you far more new information but
also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Unearthing the Nation: Modern Geology and Nationalism
in Republican China. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Gayle Anderson:

This book untitled Unearthing the Nation: Modern Geology and Nationalism in Republican China to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from
your list.

Aaron Thomsen:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Unearthing the Nation: Modern Geology and Nationalism in Republican China, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

Brett Nash:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Unearthing the Nation: Modern Geology and Nationalism in Republican China we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this



book Unearthing the Nation: Modern Geology and Nationalism in Republican China. You can more
attractive than now.
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