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How did slavery and race impact American literature in the nineteenth century? In this ambitious book,
Michael T. Gilmore argues that they were the carriers of linguistic restriction, and writers from Frederick
Douglass to Stephen Crane wrestled with the demands for silence and circumspection that accompanied the
antebellum fear of disunion and the postwar reconciliation between the North and South.

Proposing aradical new interpretation of nineteenth-century American literature, The War on Words
examines struggles over permissible and impermissible utterance in works ranging from Thoreau’ s “ Civil
Disobedience” to Henry James's The Bostonians. Combining historical knowledge with groundbreaking
readings of some of the classic texts of the American past, The War on Words places Lincoln’s Cooper
Union address in the same constellation as Margaret Fuller’ s feminism and Thomas Dixon’ s defense of
lynching. Arguing that slavery and race exerted coercive pressure on freedom of expression, Gilmore offers
here a transformative study that alters our understanding of nineteenth-century literary culture and its fraught
engagement with the right to speak.
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From reader reviews:
Jonathan Nelson:

The book untitled The War on Words. Slavery, Race, and Free Speech in American Literature contain alot
of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy means. The languageis very easy to
understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Janice Nolan:

Beside this The War on Words. Slavery, Race, and Free Speech in American Literature in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you can got hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you fedl like an old people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The War on Words: Slavery, Race, and Free Speech in
American Literature because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!

Tonya Deschamps:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The War on Words: Slavery, Race, and
Free Speech in American Literature can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Deborah Walker:

A lot of book has printed but it is unigue. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book The War on
Words: Slavery, Race, and Free Speech in American Literature. Y ou can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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