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Americans commonly recognize television, e-mail, and instant messaging as agents of pervasive cultural
change. But many of us may not realize that what we now call snail mail was once just as revolutionary. As
David M. Henkin argues in The Postal Age, a burgeoning postal network initiated major cultural shifts
during the nineteenth century, laying the foundation for the interconnectedness that now defines our ever-
evolving world of telecommunications. 

This fascinating history traces these shifts from their beginnings in the mid-1800s, when cheaper postage,
mass literacy, and migration combined to make the long-established postal service a more integral and viable
part of everyday life. With such dramatic events as the Civil War and the gold rush underscoring the
importance and necessity of the post, a surprisingly broad range of Americans—male and female, black and
white, native-born and immigrant—joined this postal network, regularly interacting with distant locales
before the existence of telephones or even the widespread use of telegraphy. Drawing on original letters and
diaries from the period, as well as public discussions of the expanding postal system, Henkin tells the story
of how these Americans adjusted to a new world of long-distance correspondence, crowded post offices,
junk mail, valentines, and dead letters.

The Postal Age paints a vibrant picture of a society where possibilities proliferated for the kinds of personal
and impersonal communications that we often associate with more recent historical periods. In doing so, it
significantly increases our understanding of both antebellum America and our own chapter in the history of
communications.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Nance:

The book The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century
America being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book
The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Kendrick Mills:

The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
imagining.

Clarissa Holland:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in Nineteenth-Century America will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Donald Thomas:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The Postal Age: The Emergence of Modern Communications in
Nineteenth-Century America was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If



you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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