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Religious Imaginaries explores liturgical practice as formative for how three Victorian women poets
imagined the world and their place in it and, consequently, for how they developed their creative and critical
religious poetics. In doing so, this new study rethinks several assumptions in the field: that Victorian
women’s faith commitments tend to limit creativity; that the contours of church experiences matter little for
understanding religious poetry; and that gender is more significant than liturgy in shaping women’s religious
poetry.

Exploring the import of bodily experience for spiritual, emotional, and cognitive forms of knowing, Karen
Dieleman explains and clarifies the deep orientations of different strands of nineteenth-century Christianity,
such as Congregationalism’s high regard for verbal proclamation, Anglicanism and Anglo-Catholicism’s
valuation of manifestation, and revivalist Roman Catholicism’s recuperation of an affective aesthetic.
Looking specifically at Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter as astute
participants in their chosen strands of Christianity, Dieleman reveals the subtle textures of these women’s
religious poetry: the different voices, genres, and aesthetics they create in response to their worship
experiences. Part recuperation, part reinterpretation, Dieleman’s readings highlight each poet’s innovative
religious poetics.

Dieleman devotes two chapters to each of the three poets: the first chapter in each pair delineates the poet’s
denominational practices and commitments; the second reads the corresponding poetry. Religious
Imaginaries has appeal for scholars of Victorian literary criticism and scholars of Victorian religion,
supporting its theoretical paradigm by digging deeply into primary sources associated with the actual
churches in which the poets worshipped, detailing not only the liturgical practices but also the architectural
environments that influenced the worshipper’s formation. By going far beyond descriptions of various
doctrinal positions, this research significantly deepens our critical understanding of Victorian Christianity
and the culture it influenced.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Campbell:

The book Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning,
Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Religious Imaginaries: The
Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter to
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve
Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti,
and Adelaide Procter. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kenneth Kelly:

The reason? Because this Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Effie Morris:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Karen Delamora:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic
Practices of Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter was colorful and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Religious Imaginaries: The Liturgical and Poetic Practices of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina Rossetti, and Adelaide Procter has many kinds or variety. Start from



kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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