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People everywhere have attempted to change their bodies in an effort to meet their cultural standards of
beauty, as well as their religious and/or social obligations. Often times, this modification or adornment of
their bodies is part of the complex process of creating and re-creating personal and social identities. Body
painting has probably been practiced since the Paleolithic as archaeological evidence indicates, and the
earliest human evidence of tattooing goes back to the Neolithic with mummies found in Europe, Central
Asia, the Andes and the Middle East. Adornments such as jewelry have been found in the earliest human
graves and bodies unearthed from five thousand years ago show signs of intentional head shaping. It is clear
that adorning and modifying the body is a central human practice. Over 200 entries address the major
adornments and modifications, their historical and cross-cultural locations, and the major cultural groups and
places in which body modification has been central to social and cultural practices. This encyclopedia also
includes background information on the some of the central figures involved in creating and popularizing
tattooing, piercing, and other body modifications in the modern world. Finally, the book addresses some of
the major theoretical issues surrounding the temporary and permanent modification of the body, the laws and
customs regarding the marking of the body, and the social movements that have influenced or embraced
body modification, and those which have been affected by it.

All cultures everywhere have attempted to change their body in an attempt to meet their cultural standards of
beauty, as well as their religious and or social obligations. In addition, people modify and adorn their bodies
as part of the complex process of creating and re-creating their personal and social identities. Body painting
has probably been practiced since the Paleolithic as archaeological evidence indicates, and the earliest human
evidence of tattooing goes back to the Neolithic with mummies found in Europe, Central Asia, the Andes
and the Middle East. Adornments such as jewelry have been found in the earliest human graves and bodies
unearthed from five thousand years ago show signs of intentional head shaping. It is clear that adorning and
modifying the body is a central human practice. Over 200 entries address the major adornments and
modifications, their historical and cross-cultural locations, and the major cultural groups and places in which
body modification has been central to social and cultural practices. This encyclopedia also includes
background information on the some of the central figures involved in creating and popularizing tattooing,
piercing, and other body modifications in the modern world. Finally, the book addresses some of the major
theoretical issues surrounding the temporary and permanent modification of the body, the laws and customs
regarding the marking of the body, and the social movements that have influenced or embraced body
modification, and those which have been affected by it.

Entries include, acupuncture, amputation, Auschwitz, P.T. Barnum, the Bible, body dysmorphic disorder,
body piercing, branding, breast augmentation and reduction, Betty Broadbent, castration, Christianity, cross
dressers, Dances Sacred and Profane, Egypt, female genital mutilation, foot binding, freak shows, genetic
engineering, The Great Omi, Greco-Roman world, henna, infibulation, legislation & regulation, lip plates,
medical tattooing, Meso-America, military tattoos, National Tattoo Association, nose piercing, obesity,
permanent makeup, primitivism, prison tattooing, punk, rites of passage, scalpelling, silicone injections,
Stalking Cat, suspensions, tanning, tattoo reality shows, tattooing, Thailand, transgender, tribalism.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Encyclopedia of
Body Adornment book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Kelly Thompson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Encyclopedia
of Body Adornment suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Encyclopedia of Body Adornmentis a single of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Shawn Jones:

Beside this particular Encyclopedia of Body Adornment in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Encyclopedia of Body Adornment because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Brenda Evans:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Encyclopedia of Body Adornment we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Encyclopedia of Body Adornment.
You can more inviting than now.
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