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D. D. Raphael provides a critical account of the moral philosophy of Adam Smith, presented in his first
book, The Theory of Moral Sentiments. Whilst it does not have the same prominence in its field as his work
on economics, The Wealth of Nations, Smith's writing on ethics is of continuing importance and interest
today, especially for its theory of conscience. Smith sees the origin of conscience in the sympathetic and
antipathetic feelings of spectators. As spectators of the actions of other people, we can imagine how we
would feel in their situation. If we would share their motives, we approve of their action. If not, we
disapprove. When we ourselves take an action, we know from experience what spectators would feel,
approval or disapproval. That knowledge forms conscience, an imagined impartial spectator who tells us
whether an action is right or wrong. In describing the content of moral judgment, Smith is much influenced
by Stoic ethics, with an emphasis on self-command, but he voices criticism as well as praise. His own
position is a combination of Stoic and Christian values.

There is a substantial difference between the first five editions of the Moral Sentiments and the sixth. Failure
to take account of this has led some commentators to mistaken views about the supposed youthful idealism
of the Moral Sentiments as contrasted with the mature realism of The Wealth of Nations. A further source of
error has been the supposition that Smith treats sympathy as the motive of moral action, as contrasted with
the supposedly universal motive of self-interest in The Wealth of Nations.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

This The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy book is not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
That The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Impartial Spectator:
Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Impartial
Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Douglas Quintanar:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy, you may tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Eugene Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral
Philosophy publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism The Impartial Spectator:
Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Kathy Fredette:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Impartial Spectator: Adam Smith's Moral Philosophy.



This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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