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This book considers the Arabic biographies of Prophet Muhammad, the earliest of which dates from two
centuries after his life. These biographies, prized by Muslims, have been approached in the Western study of
Islam from a range of positions. Some scholars reject them entirely, seeing in them products of the Muslim
community’s idealisation of its history, while others accept them at face value, reasoning that, if not exact
versions of events, the events could not have differed too much from their descriptions.

The author revisits the debate and reconsiders several key incidents in the life of the Prophet. By compiling
an extensive corpus of materials and comparing them closely, this book analyses the transmission and the
contents of the accounts. It shows that by understanding clearly the interaction in early Islam between written
and oral modes of transmission, and by the judicious sieving of the accounts, as well as the lines of
transmission, we can sometimes reach back to that generation of Muslims who though not themselves
witness to the events were younger contemporaries of those who were. Establishing a solid basis for the
informed study of Muhammad’s biography and adding to the ongoing debate, this book will appeal to
scholars of early Islam, history and theology.
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Brown:

The book The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studies in Classical Islam)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make studying a book The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studies in
Classical Islam) being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a
publication The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity (Routledge Studies in Classical Islam).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

James Turco:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and
Authenticity (Routledge Studies in Classical Islam), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Eric Baur:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity
(Routledge Studies in Classical Islam) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Wendy Kroll:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity
(Routledge Studies in Classical Islam) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The Biography of Muhammad: Nature and Authenticity
(Routledge Studies in Classical Islam) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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