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During Justice Sonya Sotomayor’s recent confirmation hearings, the idea of “biography” played a high-
profile role in the debate. How much does a person’s experience affect his or her judicial opinions? Should
personal history be a key consideration when determining qualifications to sit on the highest court in the
land? In this impeccably researched book, journalist Bill Barnhart and retired lawyer and former legislator
Gene Schlickman paint a detailed portrait of Justice John Paul Stevens’s remarkable life and tenure on the
Court. Through vivid family history and a careful look at his work on the bench, Barnhart and Schlickman
offer the first biography of the second longest serving Supreme Court justice of the modern era—one who
has proudly earned the title of the Court’s most prolific dissenter.

To provide a nuanced and multifaceted look at the justice, Barnhart and Schlickman interviewed Stevens and
an extraordinary number of Stevens’s friends and family members, former clerks, current colleagues,
politicians, and court watchers. They spoke with such public figures as former President Ford, former Ford
chief of staff Donald Rumsfeld, and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Interviews with Stevens’s children and
one of his brothers provide personal insights into the man behind the robe. Tales of his childhood, of
growing up in an affluent family in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood, and of the family business,
including The Stevens Hotel (now the Chicago Hilton and Towers), create a rich portrait of the independent
man and judge. Intimate anecdotes from Stevens’s former law clerks reveal the lighter side of some of the
most serious work in the country.

Barnhart and Schlickman also give careful consideration to Stevens’s career. They trace his early years as a
Chicago lawyer, his appointment to the federal appeals bench in Chicago, and his ultimate nomination to the
Supreme Court by Republican President Ford. They examine his best-known opinions, including his
emotional dissents in Texas v. Johnson and Bush v. Gore. They trace his growth as a molder of Court
decisions. In an era of an increasingly politicized judiciary, the story of Stevens’s life, as a lawyer who
joined the bench with no political or ideological baggage, is an urgent reminder of the importance of judicial
impartiality and the need to cultivate it. This vibrant biography will be of interest to those fascinated by the
inner workings of the Supreme Court as well as those who simply want to learn more about one of Chicago’s
favorite sons.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Anderson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life to
read.

Nancy Garcia:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept John Paul Stevens:
An Independent Life suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled John Paul Stevens: An Independent Lifeis one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Harrison Colon:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Cesar Benedetto:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life can be your answer because it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.
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