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From Mark Haddon, author of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, A Spot of Bother,
and The Red House, nine dazzling stories diver se in style but united in emotional power

Thetalesin Mark Haddon's lyrical and uncompromising new collection take many forms—Victorian
adventure story, science fiction, morality tale, contemporary realism—but they all showcase his virtuoso
giftsas astylist and the deep well of empathy that made his three bestselling novels so compelling.

The characters here are often isolated physically or estranged from their families, yet they yearn for
connection. In aggregate the stories become a meditation on the essential aloneness of the human condition
but also on the connections, however tenuous and imperfect, that link people to one another. In the title story,
an unnamed narrator describes with cool precision a catastrophe that strikes a seaside town, both tearing lives
apart and bringing them together.

In the prizewinning story “The Gun,” aboy’slife is marked by the afternoon he encounters a
semiautomatic pistol belonging to his friend' s older brother; in “The Island,” a Greek princess is abandoned
on anisland by her abductor; in “The Boys Who Left Hometo Learn Fear,” a group of adventurers travel
deep into the Amazonian jungle but discover the gravest danger lurking among their own number; andin
“The Woodpecker and the Wolf,” awoman wonders whether she has chosen to travel to Mars only to escape
the entanglement of human relationships back here on Earth.

Drawing inventively from history, myth, folktales, and modern life, The Pier Falls showcases Haddon’'s
immense gifts of invention and penetrating insight.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Bdl:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games al day long. If you need to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can read some sort of
book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book The Pier Falls: And Other Storiesit is quite good to read. There are alot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this
book from the smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book features high quality.

Daniel Trimble:

This The Pier Falls: And Other Storiesis great e-book for you because the content that is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are
read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Pier Falls: And Other
Stories in your hand like getting the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So, thisis
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Alma Brady:

Beside thiskind of The Pier Falls: And Other Storiesin your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Pier Falls: And Other Stories because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have thisin
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Alva Stephenson:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Pier Falls: And Other Stories can
be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new eraiis common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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