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Known as an ‘anthropologist of everyday life,’ Margaret Visser has, in five award-winning books, uncovered
and illuminated the intriguing and unexpected meanings of everyday objects and habits. Now she turns her
keen eye to another custom so frequently encountered that it often escapes notice: saying ‘Thank you.’ What
do we really mean by these two simple words?

This fascinating inquiry into all aspects of gratitude ranges from the unusual determination with which
parents teach their children to thank, to the difference between speaking the words and feeling them, to the
ways different cultures handle the complex matters of giving, receiving, and returning favors and presents.
Visser illuminates the fundamental opposition in our own culture between gift-giving and commodity
exchange, and the similarities between gratitude and its opposite, vengefulness. The Gift of Thanks considers
cultural history, including the modern battle of social scientists to pin down the notion of thankfulness and
account for it, and the newly awakened scientific interest in the biological and evolutionary roots of
emotions.

With her engaging combination of curiosity and erudition, Visser once again reveals the extraordinary in the
everyday.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Cianciolo:

This book untitled The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Edith Ward:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude can be
your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Andrew Comer:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals
of Gratitude is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kenneth Salinas:

You can get this The Gift of Thanks: The Roots and Rituals of Gratitude by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.
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