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Arnold Sommerfeld (1868--1951) was among the most significant contributors to the birth of modern
theoretical physics. At the University of Munich, beginning in 1906, he trained two generations of theoretical
physicists. Eight of his students (among them Werner Heisenberg, Wolfgang Pauli, and Hans Bethe) went on
to win the Nobel Prize. In Crafting the Quantum, Suman Seth offers the first English-language book-length
study of Sommerfeld's work, presenting an intellectual and cultural history of theoretical physics in Germany
viewed through the lens of Sommerfeld's research and pedagogy. Seth examines the practical origins of
many of the problems undertaken by Sommerfeld and his school, a number of which carried over from his
years of teaching at an engineering school. Some of this research was later applied by his students during
World War I to such problems as the stability of aircraft wings and the functioning and directional operation
of antennas. Seth describes in detail Sommerfeld's pedagogical practice, including his characteristic
amalgamation of research and teaching. He relates the history of the "older" quantum theory and
Sommerfeld's engagement with the work of Max Planck and Niels Bohr and compares Sommerfeld's
"physics of problems" to Planck's and Bohr's more abstract "physics of principles." To illuminate the nature
of Sommerfeld's work, Seth offers detailed descriptions of the contrasting work of other theorists. Seth's
innovative account challenges idealist depictions of the nature of theoretical work in physics, describing not
only modes of practice but also the multiple areas of intellectual, political, and social life from which science
draws resources and to which it contributes.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the
Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) has
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The guide Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-
1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) is not only giving you much more
new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld
and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology).
You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Marcus Leiva:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Crafting the
Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the
History of Science and Technology) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Linda McGrane:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and
the Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) e-
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the
Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) as good
book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by
its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mamie Contreras:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the
Practice of Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can give



you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Crafting the Quantum: Arnold Sommerfeld and the Practice of
Theory, 1890-1926 (Transformations: Studies in the History of Science and Technology).
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