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Marcel Schwob (1867-1905) was one of the key symbolist writers, standing in French literature alongside
such names as Stephane Mallarme, Octave Mirbeau, Andre Gide, Leon Bloy, Jules Renard, Remy de
Gourmont, and Alfred Jarry. His best-known works are Double Heart (1891), The King In The Gold Mask
(1892), and Imaginary Lives (1896). Imaginary Lives contains twenty-two mythopoeic literary portraits of
figures from ancient history, art history, and the history of crime and punishment. From demi-gods,
sorcerers, incendiaries, wantons and philosophers of the ancient world, to the "poet of hate" Cecco Angiolieri
and the painter Paolo Uccello, through to the pirates William Kidd and Major Stede-Bonnet, and finally
Burke and Hare, the serial killers; Schwob presents a vivid array of characters who display all that is
macabre, deviant and magnificently terrifying in human beings and in life. In Imaginary Lives, Schwob has
created a "secret" masterpiece that joins other biographical glossaries such as Jorge Luis Borges' A Universal
History Of Infamy and Alfonso Reyes' Real And Imagined Portraits in the pantheon of classic speculative
fiction, of which Schwob's book is the dark progenitor. Livid with decadent imagery, Imaginary Lives
resonates loudly today with its themes of temporality, myth, violence and sexuality, and stands as a major
work of the fin-de-siÃ¨cle.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Imaginary LIves book since this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Linda Monge:

Often the book Imaginary LIves will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you.
The book Imaginary LIves is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Catherine Hudson:

Exactly why? Because this Imaginary LIves is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent
to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Robert Polk:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Imaginary LIves is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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