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Mary Barr thinks a lot about the old photograph hanging on her refrigerator door.  In it, she and a dozen or so
of her friends from the Chicago suburb of Evanston sit on a porch. It's 1974, the summer after they graduated
from Nichols Middle School, and what strikes her immediately—aside from the Soul Train–era clothes—is
the diversity of the group: boys and girls, black and white, in the variety of poses you'd expect from a bunch
of friends on the verge of high school. But the photo also speaks to the history of Evanston, to integration,
and to the ways that those in the picture experienced and remembered growing up in a place that many at that
time considered to be a racial utopia.

In Friends Disappear Barr goes back to her old neighborhood and pieces together a history of Evanston with
a particular emphasis on its neighborhoods, its schools, and its work life. She finds that there is a detrimental
myth of integration surrounding Evanston despite bountiful evidence of actual segregation, both in the
archives and from the life stories of her subjects. Curiously, the city’s own desegregation plan is partly to
blame. The initiative called for the redistribution of students from an all-black elementary school to
institutions situated in white neighborhoods.  That, however, required busing, and between the tensions it
generated and obvious markers of class difference, the racial divide, far from being closed, was widened. 
Friends Disappear highlights how racial divides limited the life chances of blacks while providing
opportunities for whites, and offers an insider’s perspective on the social practices that doled out benefits and
penalties based on race—despite attempts to integrate.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

This Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial Equality in Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions) book is
just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial Equality in
Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions) without we understand teach the one who reading it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial Equality in
Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions) can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Friends
Disappear: The Battle for Racial Equality in Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions) having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Regina Noble:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial Equality in Evanston
(Chicago Visions and Revisions) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Casey Timmons:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial Equality in Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions)
can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Ethel Swafford:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial
Equality in Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions) or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes Friends Disappear: The Battle for Racial



Equality in Evanston (Chicago Visions and Revisions) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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