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Gifts are always with us: we use them positively to display affection and show gratitude for favours; we
suspect that others give and accept them as douceurs and bribes. The gift also performed these roles in early
modern English culture: and assumed a more significant role because networks of informal support and
patronage were central to social and political behaviour. Favours, and their proper acknowledgement, were
preoccupations of the age of Erasmus,
Shakespeare, and Hobbes. As in modern society, giving and receiving was complex and full of the potential
for social damage. 'Almost nothing', men of the Renaissance learned from that great classical guide to
morality, Lucius Annaeus Seneca, 'is more disgraceful than the fact that we do not know how either to
give or receive benefits'. The Power of Gifts is about those gifts and benefits - what they were, and how they
were offered and received in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It shows that the mode of giving, as
well as what was given, was crucial to social bonding and political success.

The volume moves from a general consideration of the nature of the gift to an exploration of the politics of
giving. In the latter chapters some of the well-known rituals of English court life - the New Year ceremony,
royal progresses, diplomatic missions - are viewed through the prism of gift-exchange. Gifts to monarchs or
their ministers could focus attention on the donor, those from the crown could offer some assurance of
favour. These fundamentals remained the same throughout the century
and a half before the Civil War, but the attitude of individual monarchs altered specific behaviour. Elizabeth
expected to be wooed with gifts and dispensed benefits largely for service rendered, James I modelled giving
as the largesse of the Renaissance prince, Charles I's gift-exchanges focused on
the art collecting of his coterie. And always in both politics and the law courts there was the danger that gifts
would be corroded, morphing from acceptable behaviour into bribes and corruption. The Power of Gifts
explores prescriptive literature, pamphlets, correspondence, legal cases and financial records, to illuminate
social attitudes and behaviour through a rich series of examples and case-studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

This The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England usually are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in
Early Modern England can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern
England giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Juan Crowe:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Power of Gifts: Gift
Exchange in Early Modern England that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, it is possible to pick The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England become
your own personal starter.

Cami Raley:

The book untitled The Power of Gifts: Gift Exchange in Early Modern England contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Duane Vega:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Power of Gifts: Gift
Exchange in Early Modern England is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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