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The sociological study of economic activity has witnessed a significant resurgence. Recent texts have
chronicled economic sociology's nineteenth-century origins while pointing to the importance of context and
power in economic life, yet the field lacks a clear understanding of the role that concepts at different levels
of abstraction play in its organization. Economic Sociology fills this critical gap by surveying the current
state of the field while advancing a framework for further theoretical development.

Alejandro Portes examines economic sociology's principal assumptions, key explanatory concepts, and
selected research sites. He argues that economic activity is embedded in social and cultural relations, but also
that power and the unintended consequences of rational purposive action must be factored in when seeking
to explain or predict economic behavior. Drawing upon a wealth of examples, Portes identifies three strategic
sites of research--the informal economy, ethnic enclaves, and transnational communities--and he eschews
grand narratives in favor of mid-range theories that help us understand specific kinds of social action.

The book shows how the meta-assumptions of economic sociology can be transformed, under certain
conditions, into testable propositions, and puts forward a theoretical agenda aimed at moving the field out of
its present impasse.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Skelton:

The publication untitled Economic Sociology: A Systematic Inquiry is the reserve that recommended to you
to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Economic Sociology: A Systematic Inquiry from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Arielle Griffin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Economic Sociology: A Systematic
Inquiry reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Economic Sociology:
A Systematic Inquiry as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide that
can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Elda Baggett:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Economic Sociology: A Systematic Inquiry was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Darren Reid:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Economic Sociology: A Systematic Inquiry or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Economic Sociology: A Systematic Inquiry to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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