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What is the hangman but a servant of law? And what is that law but an expression of public opinion? And if
public opinion be brutal and thou a component part thereof, art thou not the hangman's accomplice?Writing
in 1842, Lydia Maria Child articulates a crisis in the relationship of democracy to sovereign power that
continues to occupy political theory today. Is sovereignty, with its reliance on singular and exceptional
power, fundamentally inimical to democracy? Or might a more fully realized democracy distribute, share,
and popularize sovereignty, thus blunting its exceptional character and its basic violence? In Democracy's
Spectacle, Jennifer Greiman looks to an earlier moment in the history of American democracy's vexed
interpretation of sovereignty to argue that such questions about the popularization of sovereign power shaped
debates about political belonging and public life in the antebellum United States. In an emergent democracy
that was also an expansionist slave society, Greiman argues, the problems that sovereignty posed were less
concerned with a singular and exceptional power lodged in the state than with a power over life and death
that involved all Americans intimately.Drawing on Alexis de Tocqueville's analysis of the sovereignty of the
people in Democracy in America, along with work by Gustave de Beaumont, Lydia Maria Child, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, and Herman Melville, Greiman tracks the crises of sovereign power as it migrates out of the
state to become a constitutive feature of the public sphere. Greiman brings together literature and political
theory, as well as materials on antebellum performance culture, antislavery activism, and penitentiary
reform, to argue that the antebellum public sphere, transformed by its empowerment, emerges as a spectacle
with investments in both punishment and entertainment.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Musselwhite:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Democracy's Spectacle: Sovereignty and Public
Life in Antebellum American Writing (American Literatures Initiative) as the daily resource information.

Alma Rasmussen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Democracy's
Spectacle: Sovereignty and Public Life in Antebellum American Writing (American Literatures Initiative)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Democracy's Spectacle: Sovereignty and Public Life in Antebellum American Writing (American Literatures
Initiative)is one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

Carlos Tabor:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Democracy's Spectacle: Sovereignty and Public Life in
Antebellum American Writing (American Literatures Initiative) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Patricia Humes:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Democracy's Spectacle: Sovereignty
and Public Life in Antebellum American Writing (American Literatures Initiative) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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