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A funny, frisky, often outrageous book about love, literature, and modern life—and a wink of the eye toU
and I, Nicholson Baker’s classic book about John Updike—by an award-winning author called “wonderfully
bright” by The New York Times Book Review.

Nearly twenty-five years ago, Nicholson Baker published U and I, the fretful and handwringing—but also
groundbreaking—tale of his literary relationship with John Updike. U and I inspired a whole sub-genre of
engaging, entertaining writing about reading, but what no story of this type has ever done is tell its tale from
the moment of conception, that moment when you realize that there is a writer out there in the world that you
must read—so you read them. B & Me is that story, the story of J.C. Hallman discovering and reading
Nicholson Baker, and discovering himself in the process.

Our relationship to books in the digital age, the role of art in an increasingly commodified world, the power
great writing has to change us, these are at the core of Hallman's investigation of Baker—questions he's
grappled with, values he's come to doubt. But in reading Baker's work, Hallman discovers the key to
overcoming the malaise that has been plaguing him, through the books themselves and what he finds and
contemplates in his attempts to understand them and their enigmatic author: sex, book jackets, an old bed and
breakfast, love, Monica Lewinsky, Paris, marriage, more sex, the logistics of libraries.

In the spirit of Geoff Dyer's Out of Sheer Rage and Elif Batuman's The Possessed, B & Me is literary self-
archaeology: a funny, irreverent, incisive story of one reader's desperate quest to restore passion to literature,
and all the things he learns along the way.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Smith:

The guide with title B & Me: A True Story of Literary Arousal has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Margaret Holt:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love B & Me: A True Story of Literary Arousal, it is possible
to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Paula Shepard:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be B & Me: A True Story of Literary Arousal why because
the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.

Hattie Robb:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This B & Me: A True Story of Literary Arousal
can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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