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Hard to believe but true:

- The Passover Seder is a Greco-Roman symposium banquet
- The Talmud rabbis presented themselves as Stoic philosophers
- Synagogue buildings were Roman basilicas
- Hellenistic rhetoric professors educated sons of well-to-do Jews
- Zeus-Helios is depicted in synagogue mosaics across ancient Israel
- The Jewish courts were named after the Roman political institution, the Sanhedrin
- In Israel there were synagogues where the prayers were recited in Greek.

Historians have long debated the (re)birth of Judaism in the wake of the destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple cult by the Romans in 70 CE. What replaced that sacrificial cult was at once something
new–indebted to the very culture of the Roman overlords–even as it also sought to preserve what little it
could of the old Israelite religion. The Greco-Roman culture in which rabbinic Judaism grew in the first five
centuries of the Common Era nurtured the development of Judaism as we still know and celebrate it today.

Arguing that its transformation from a Jerusalem-centered cult to a world religion was made possible by the
Roman Empire, Rabbi Burton Visotzky presents Judaism as a distinctly Roman religion. Full of fascinating
detail from the daily life and culture of Jewish communities across the Hellenistic world, Aphrodite and the
Rabbis will appeal to anyone interested in the development of Judaism, religion, history, art and architecture.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Blalock:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need that Aphrodite and the Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman
Culture to Create Judaism As We Know It to read.

Dennis Johnson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Aphrodite and the
Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Create Judaism As We Know It suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Aphrodite and the
Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Create Judaism As We Know Itis a single of several books
in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book
will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world on this book.

Richard Zhang:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Aphrodite and the
Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Create Judaism As We Know It that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick
Aphrodite and the Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Create Judaism As We Know It become
your personal starter.

Diane Merryman:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be study. Aphrodite and the Rabbis: How the Jews Adapted Roman Culture to Create Judaism As We



Know It can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.
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