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Two Civil Wars is both an edition of an unusual Civil War--era double journal and a narrative about the two
writers who composed its contents. The initial journal entries were written by thirteen-year-old Celeste Repp
while a student at St. Mary's Academy, a prominent but short-lived girls school in midcentury Baton Rouge.
Celeste's French compositions, dating from 1859 to 1861, offer brief but poignant meditations, describe
seasonal celebrations, and mention by name both her headmistress, Matilda Victor, and French instructor and
priest, Father Darius Hubert.

Immediately following Celeste's prettily decorated pages a new title page intervenes, introducing "An
Abstract Journal Kept by William L. Park, of the U.S. gunboat Essex during the American Rebellion." Park's
diary is a fulsome three-year account of military engagements along the Mississippi and its tributaries, the
bombardment of southern towns, the looting of plantations, skirmishes with Confederate guerillas, the
uneasy experiment with "contrabands" (freed slaves) serving aboard ship, and the mundane circumstances of
shipboard life. Very few diaries from the inland navy have survived, and this is the first journal from the
ironclad Essex to be published. Jeffrey has read it alongside several unpublished accounts by Park's
crewmates as well as a later memoir composed by Park in his declining years. It provides rare insight into the
culture of the ironclad fleet and equally rare firsthand commentary by an ordinary sailor on events such as
the sinking of CSS Arkansas and the prolonged siege of Port Hudson.

Jeffrey provides detailed annotation and context for the Repp and Park journals, filling out the biographies of
both writers before and after the Civil War. In Celeste's case, Jeffrey uncovers surprising connections to such
prominent Baton Rouge residents as the diarist Sarah Morgan, and explores the complexity of wartime
allegiances in the South through the experiences of Matilda Victor and Darius Hubert. She also unravels the
mystery of how a southern youngster's school scribbler found its way into the hands of a Union sailor. In so
doing, she provides a richly detailed picture of occupied Baton Rouge and especially of events surrounding
the Battle of Baton Rouge in August 1862.

These two unusual personal journals, linked by curious happenstance in a single notebook, open up
intriguing, provocative, and surprisingly complementary new vistas on antebellum Baton Rouge and the
Civil War on the Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Two Civil Wars: The
Curious Shared Journal of a Baton Rouge Schoolgirl and a Union Sailor on the USS Essex? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jean Parks:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Two Civil Wars: The Curious
Shared Journal of a Baton Rouge Schoolgirl and a Union Sailor on the USS Essex to read.

Cheri Turner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Two Civil Wars: The Curious
Shared Journal of a Baton Rouge Schoolgirl and a Union Sailor on the USS Essex is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jose Enriquez:

You will get this Two Civil Wars: The Curious Shared Journal of a Baton Rouge Schoolgirl and a Union
Sailor on the USS Essex by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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