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This book takes a fresh look at the most dynamic area of American law today, comprising the fields of
copyright, patent, trademark, trade secrecy, publicity rights, and misappropriation. Topics range from
copyright in private letters to defensive patenting of business methods, from moral rights in the visual arts to
the banking of trademarks, from the impact of the court of patent appeals to the management of Mickey
Mouse. The history and political science of intellectual property law, the challenge of digitization, the many
statutes and judge-made doctrines, and the interplay with antitrust principles are all examined. The treatment
is both positive (oriented toward understanding the law as it is) and normative (oriented to the reform of the
law).

Previous analyses have tended to overlook the paradox that expanding intellectual property rights can
effectively reduce the amount of new intellectual property by raising the creators' input costs. Those analyses
have also failed to integrate the fields of intellectual property law. They have failed as well to integrate
intellectual property law with the law of physical property, overlooking the many economic and legal-
doctrinal parallels.

This book demonstrates the fundamental economic rationality of intellectual property law, but is sympathetic
to critics who believe that in recent decades Congress and the courts have gone too far in the creation and
protection of intellectual property rights.
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Reviews of this book:
Chicago law professor William Landes and his polymath colleague Richard Posner have produced a
fascinating new book...[The Economic Structure of Intellectual Property Law] is a broad-ranging analysis of
how intellectual property should and does work...Shakespeare's copying from Plutarch, Microsoft's
incentives to hide the source code for Windows, and Andy Warhol's right to copyright a Brillo pad box as art
are all analyzed, as is the question of the status of the all-bran cereal called 'All-Bran.'
--Nicholas Thompson, New York Sun

Reviews of this book:
Landes and Posner, each widely respected in the intersection of law and economics, investigate the right mix
of protection and use of intellectual property (IP)...This volume provides a broad and coherent approach to
the economics and law of IP. The economics is important, understandable, and valuable.
--R. A. Miller, Choice

Intellectual property is the most important public policy issue that most policymakers don't yet get. It is
America's most important export, and affects an increasingly wide range of social and economic life. In this
extraordinary work, two of America's leading scholars in the law and economics movement test the
pretensions of intellectual property law against the rationality of economics. Their conclusions will surprise
advocates from both sides of this increasingly contentious debate. Their analysis will help move the debate
beyond the simplistic ideas that now tend to dominate.
--Lawrence Lessig, Stanford Law School, author of The Future of Ideas: The Fate of the Commons in a
Connected World

An image from modern mythology depicts the day that Einstein,...
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Economic Structure of Intellectual
Property Law is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Rubye Carter:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Economic Structure of Intellectual
Property Law book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

James Alvarez:

Beside this kind of The Economic Structure of Intellectual Property Law in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may
got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Economic Structure of Intellectual Property Law because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this
book and read it from right now!

Charles Malone:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Economic Structure of
Intellectual Property Law to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start
a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Economic Structure of Intellectual Property Law can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of these time.
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